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Overview of Covid Discussion Topics
Open for discussion as we take each topic in turn

• Covid Infection and Death Rates
• Tradeoff between the economy and education vs social distancing 

and quarantine health restrictions
• Challenge of testing and contract tracing
• Vaccine timetable
• After It’s Over – Lasting Effects 



Covid Infection and Death Rates
World Health Organization, August 14, 2020
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Resurgence Possible – Spain and US Nursing 
Homes as Recent Examples
• Spain is leading Europe in the latest rise of new coronavirus 

infections. Daily confirmed Covid-19 cases, seven-day rolling average:
Peaked at 8,000 per day in April, dipped to 1,000 in July, recently 
resurged to 6,000
Wall Street Journal, August 24, 2020

• US Nursing Home Deaths have resurged:
Weekly deaths, rose to 1,706 the week of July 26, an increase of 
nearly 25% from a low point the week starting July 5 and a record.
Associated Press, August 17, 2020



Tradeoff between economy and social 
distancing/quarantine health restrictions
• Unemployment rates and issues of income replacement
• Business failure rates could climb (how much?), commercial and residential property, etc.
• Could see high levels of evictions, mortgage defaults, homelessness and hunger
• Only the Federal Government can print money; contraction of state and local budgets
• Especially hard-hit: hospitality and travel, small business
• K-12 schools, colleges and universities. Issue of child care and nutrition that has been 

provided at school
• Wearing masks has become ideological in America, accepted elsewhere
• May need to tighten after loosening if infection rates spike. Examples: Australia, NZ, 

California, Florida



Challenge of Testing and Contract Tracing

• Lag between testing and results varies. If it is several days, there is 
risk of asymptomatic spread of virus
• Contact tracing is very challenging

Especially in a free society (compared to China and other countries 
where citizens are accustomed to monitoring and control)

It’s also easier if you have few cases (South Korea, New Zealand and 
Australia compared to the US)



Vaccine Timetable

• Vaccines under development
• Challenge of final approvals – Fauci estimates this could be as early as 

end/2020 or beginning of 2021 but that’s on fast track
• Manufacture – demand could be in hundreds of millions/or billions
• Resistance to vaccination could delay public immunity
• Vaccine roll-out and priorities?

- Health Care Workers
- Elderly/Nursing Homes
- Immune Compromised
- Other Priority job categories such as police/fire, teachers, food               
industry



After It’s Over – Lasting Effects

• Some industries/business categories will be very slow to recover
- Airlines – 2024?
- Restaurants – Many closings and churn
- Hotel/Resort/Conventions – How long until return to 2019 levels?
• Inflection point for service delivery and business practices

- Colleges and Universities – Remote learning won’t go away; pressure on 
tuition and fees, redefinition of the college experience
- Office space redesign and remote work from home
- Shopping, malls, etc.
• Advances in medicine and health care
• Residual fear that alters daily behavior – resulting in better preparation for 

next time?


