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March Madness Winners 

 
Left to right: Jim Tulacro, $50; Tony Kwedar, $25; John Barston, $100; Pete Scull, $50; Bill Bellis, game 
manager.                                                                                                                 Photo by Gregory Glashan 

 

President’s Message 
Last September, we announced that increased 

participation in DMA activities would be a 

major focus this year. The principal reason 

was to enhance the DMA experience for our 

members, but we also believed it would 

lead to growth in membership. Results 

have exceeded expectations. We now 

have 38 new members, compared with 27 

two months ago and 26 for the entire 

2015-2016 season. And pending are six 

more who have not yet given their 

introduction. This is an unprecedented 

total, and we still have five meetings 

remaining. Equally remarkable, only 11 

(4%) of last year’s members have not 

renewed their membership. We expect to end 

the year with close to 300 members. Prior to 

this year, the last new activity was Hiking, 

which started in October 2013. This year, we 

added four new activities: Pickleball, Current 

Affairs, Boating and Chess. And what is 

particularly gratifying is that all these 

ideas came from the bottom up; none 

were suggested by your officers. 

Another indicator of the vitality of the 

DMA is the ease with which the 

Nominating Committee filled the officer 

and director positions for 2017-2018. All 

candidates were enthusiastic in their 

acceptance, and all were our first choice. 

In this, my final message to you, I would like 

to thank my fellow officers, directors, 



committee chairmen and activity leaders for their dedicated service. But, in the final analysis, we 

are merely facilitators. It is you who are responsible for our success by participating and by 

bringing your friends as guests to share in the DMA experience. I will not pretend that the positions 

I have held have not involved work, but when one is having fun, it does not seem like work. 

Scott Hutchason, president 

Events and Activities 

Trips 

Bill Winship announced that the final trip of the spring season is to Ellis Island, Thursday, May 

18, 2017. Cost is $45. The bus will board at 7:15 a.m. in the Darien Community Association 

parking lot. Bring a picnic lunch or purchase lunch at the Ellis Island cafeteria. To sign up, 

contact Chris Snyder at (203) 858-7232 or email csnydereco@gmail.com.    

 

Annual Weed Beach Cookout 

Alex Garnett will host the annual cookout at Weed Beach, Thursday, June 15, 2017, 5 p.m.-8:30 

p.m. It will be a catered affair by Vavala’s Deli. No food to bring—just come and enjoy. Family 

and friends are welcome. Just $35 per person. A great value that incudes wine, beer and soft drinks. 

Last year’s picnic was a great success—this year will be even better. Appetizers include sliders, 

chips with salsa and guacamole, shrimp, salad, and cheese and crackers. Dinner entrées include 

salmon, chicken or beef. Dessert is sheet cake, cookies and fruit. Socialize with your friends and 

make new ones while eating gourmet food and enjoying a beautiful water view. Rain date is June 

16, 2017. 

 

 

mailto:csnydereco@gmail.com


 
 
Boating Club Gets Under Way 
Jack Donlon has agreed to serve as commodore, and planning for a variety of year-round activities 

has begun. Twenty-two members expressed an interest in joining. It is expected that the club’s first 

on-the-water event will take place before the end of May. Anyone who has an interest in boating 

is invited to join the group, whether or not you have a boat. Activities being discussed include day 

trips to Long Island, fishing on a charter boat, fishing on a small boat and sunset cocktail cruises 

with spouses. Also being considered are winter trips to the New York Yacht Club, Mystic Seaport 

and the Norwalk Aquarium.  
 
 
Book Club 
Harris Hester reports that the following books will be read through August. All discussions are 

held in the Library of the Mather’s Senior Center the second Wednesday of the month starting 

 
                                                                                                                                   Photo by Gregory Glashan 

at 12:30 p.m. Participants bring their own lunch or may purchase food in the center’s cafeteria. 

May 10: Hero of the Empire by Candice Millard. Winston Churchill’s extraordinary and little-

known exploits during the Boer War. Discussion leader Chris Filmer. June 14: The Undoing 

Project by Michael Lewis. How a Nobel Prize-winning theory of the mind altered our perception 

of reality. July 12: Last Hope Island by Lynne Olsen. Britain was the lone holdout against Hitler’s 

offensive and became a beacon of hope to the rest of Europe. August 9: Onslaught by David 

Poyner. The most recent in Poyner’s acclaimed novels about America’s modern Navy and Marine 

Corps. The book chronicles Dan Lenson’s latest challenge as the U.S. Navy struggles to hold 

Taiwan, Korea and Japan against a massive Chinese offensive.  

 
 
 



 
Current Affairs 
 

The Current Affairs group meets the third Thursday of the month, September-June, 8 a.m., in the 

Lillian Gade Room, second floor, Darien Community Association. The focus of the discussion is 

not to debate the pros and cons of the topics but to talk about information that is relevant. The 

discussion leader maintains this focus and posts reference material on the DMA website that 

participants can read prior to the meeting. Jim Phillips reports the following discussion topics for 

May and June. May 18: The Federal Deficit, John Bartlett discussion leader. June15: U.S.-

Mexican Relations, Gary Banks discussion leader.  
 

Woodworking 
Tom Williams and the woodworkers helped Bert von Stuelpnagel’s Boy Scouts, who received 

donations of damaged furniture for an upcoming tag sale. The woodworkers repaired the furniture 

and turned it into highly salable items. Included are an antique desk, a cedar trunk, a playhouse, a 

table and a child’s rocking chair. The tag sale is Sunday, May 7, 140 West Ave., Darien. Proceeds 

go to support programs carried out by Troop 35 and Troop 53.   
 

                      
                         Photo by Gary Banks                                                           Photo by Gary Banks 

 
Tennis, Pickleball 
Al Metayer says tennis will get under way as the weather gets warmer. Start time for tennis is 

9:30 a.m. at Weed Beach, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, May-August. Pickleball will 

continue May-August, 9:30 a.m., at the Mather Center, Tuesdays and Thursdays.  

 
 
 



 
 

Happy Wanderers 

The minute the weather turned for the better, John Barston and Taylor Strubinger had the 

wanderers prowling the streets of New York. The first outing was in April, photo below. They  

 

 
started at Bowling Green Park and walked around lower Manhattan. Finally, it was time for a beer 

at the Stone Street Tavern, then on to Chinatown for lunch. Later, they walked down Mulberry 

Street to the old St. Patrick’s Cathedral and, on angels’ wings, headed home. In May, a tour of 

City Island is planned. In June, a walk along the Hudson River is set to see the Fort Washington 

Revolutionary War outpost, photos below, and to take a peek at the Little Red Lighthouse under 

the George Washington Bridge. 

  

           

                            

 



 

Chess Club 

Tony Kwedar reports that the newly formed Chess Club has started meeting on Mondays, 1 p.m.-

2:45 p.m., at the Mather Center in a room just off the cafeteria. All chess enthusiasts are invited to 

join in. For questions, contact Tony at (203) 656-0444 or email littlesirecho@aol.com.  
 

Romeos 

John Geoghegan reports that the Romeos continue to meet for dinner on Wednesday at 5 p.m. at 

the Darien Diner. They will maintain that schedule throughout the summer. “We operate year 

round,” said John. “Come one, come all. Good companionship. Good food.” 

Bowling 

Tom Lom reports that the Bowling group has had a striking season so far this year. They kept  

 

                                                        Photo by John Kammerman                                               

                      

rolling right along with a lively exchange of quarters as wagers are made amongst the bowlers, 

who are always reaching for higher scores. All are invited to join in the fun on Tuesdays at 9:15 

a.m. at the Nutmeg Lanes in Fairfield. No bowling June, July and August.  

mailto:littlesirecho@aol.com


 

Darien Spring Cleanup 
Jack Fitzgibbons, chairman of community services, reports there was a good turnout of DMA 

members for the annual Darien Spring Cleanup on Saturday, April 22. Participants met at 8 a.m.  

 

 
in the parking lot behind the Gofer Ice Cream store, where they were equipped with wooden pickup 

sticks made by the DMA woodworkers along with sanitary gloves and trash bags. DMA was 

responsible for cleaning up the area around the Darien Railroad Station. Tom Williams, 

representative of the DMA Woodworkers, said, “The woodworkers made 20 wooden pickup sticks 

with a handle on one end and a sharpened nail on the other end. The sticks made it a lot easier to 

gather debris and put it in a trash bag.” 

 

Hiking 
Sunil Saksena had the hikers hitting the trails as soon as the snow melted. They already have had 

two successful outings with great turnouts. First up was Pomerance Park, below, in Greenwich, 
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followed by the Mianus River Park in Stamford. Next up is a hike Friday, May 26, with a tentative 

location of Topstone Park in Redding. That will be a wrap until September.  



Speakers May-June 

 

Wednesday, May 3 
David Polk, executive director, The First Tee of Connecticut, will talk about “It’s More than Just 

a Game.” His presentation has something for golfers and non-golfers. The First Tee believes its 

programs help improve the lives of those who embrace the game’s traditions and values. Last year, 

The First Tee enrolled more than 2,300 young people in 

certification programs at golf facilities across the state. It 

exposes underprivileged youth to golf who otherwise might 

not have access to the game. The First Tee curriculum 

includes in-school and national school programs, group 

lessons, on-course team programs and summer camps. In 

addition to golf, it teaches nine core values: honesty, integrity, 

sportsmanship, respect, courtesy, judgment, confidence, 

responsibility and perseverance. The curriculum also teaches 

nine healthy habits – energy, play, safety, vision, mind, 

family, friends, school and community – that are part of the 

game of golf. In addition to his work at First Tee, David 

volunteers as trustee of the New Britain Museum of American 

Art and is past chair of the Hartford Marathon Foundation, 

past chair of the Connecticut Sports Management Group and 

current chair of Church Homes, Inc. He lives in West Hartford 

with his wife Rennie and enjoys playing golf at the Hartford 

Golf Club.  

Arranged by Alex Garnett 

 
Wednesday, May 10 
Philip Vitiello, well-known Connecticut Civil War historian and re-enactor, will talk about the 

H.L. Hunley, the first submarine to sink an enemy ship in combat.  The night of February 17, 1864, 

the H.L. Hunley, a vessel of the Confederate States of 

America, sank the USS Housatonic off the coast of 

Charleston, S.C. The Hunley then mysteriously vanished with 

its crew of eight. Questions arose. Why had the underwater 

craft suddenly disappeared? More than a century later, it was 

discovered in 1995 by author Clive Cussler and raised on 

August 8, 2000. Today, the Hunley resides at a conservation 

center where scientists are piecing together clues to solve the 

mystery of its disappearance. Philip’s presentation will tell 

the story of the men who designed the Hunley, how and where 

the submarine was built and how it worked. He will provide 

a history of the crew and surmise whether a Connecticut 

soldier was part of the Hunley’s crew. He also will discuss the 

recent burial of the remains of some of the crew at Arlington 

National Cemetery. Philip has spent 40 years studying, 

reading and visiting Civil War eastern theater battlefields. He 



is a vice president of the Civil War Round Table of South Central Connecticut and a charter 

member of The Friends of Hunley. As well, Philip is a charter member of The International Group 

for Historical Aircraft Recovery and the Titanic Historical Society. He teaches a history course at 

Norwalk Community College Lifetime Learners Institute. A lifelong resident of New Haven, he is 

a graduate of the University of New Haven and director of marketing for Northeast Food 

Marketing in Stamford. Philip last spoke to the DMA about the Civil War hero General Joshua 

Chamberlain. 

Arranged by Tom Lom  

 

Wednesday, May 17 
Sean Connolly, commissioner of the State of Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs, is 

responsible for overseeing the Veterans’ Home in Rocky Hill, Conn., and other services for 

270,000 veterans residing in the state. Commissioner 

Connolly will talk about the Connecticut Wartime Service 

Ribbon and will pin this award on DMA members who are 

qualified recipients. He also will touch on the Department of 

Veterans Affairs and its mission to serve those who have 

served their country. A lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army 

Reserve, Commissioner Connolly is a decorated veteran of 

Operation Iraqi Freedom. He served on active duty for seven 

years. He also is a lawyer, and prior to being named 

commissioner in 2015, he was the global ethics and 

compliance officer for Pratt & Whitney Aircraft. 

Commissioner Connolly is the recipient of the Bronze Star 

Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Iraqi Campaign 

Medal and the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal. He received his undergraduate degree 

from Bryant University and his Juris Doctor from Catholic University of America, Columbus 

School of Law. He and his wife live in Hebron, Conn., and have two boys and a rescue puppy. Of 

local interest, the first home for veterans in the United States was established in Darien following 

the Civil War by Benjamin Fitch, a wealthy Connecticut businessman. Other states adopted this 

policy, which evolved into a national network of homes and was the forerunner of today’s 

Department of Veterans Affairs.  

Arranged by Erik Rambusch 
 
Wednesday, May 24 
Rear Admiral John Weigold IV, Reserve Deputy Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, will talk about 

Pacific Operations that include the South China Sea and North Korea. Important issues there are 



freedom of navigation and bilateral and multilateral relations with our allies in the region. He is a 

Connecticut native and son of a Navy Underwater Demolition team/Frogman veteran. John first 

served on the USS John King (DDG 3) as a gunnery officer and 

damage control assistant and auxiliaries and electrical officer 

and then on the USS Caron (DD 970) as navigator and 

administration/personnel officer. He has commanded seven 

Reserve units, as well as the Iceland Defense Force and United 

States Forces Korea. As a flag officer, he was assigned to his 

current role in 2015. Previous flag assignments include service 

as the deputy commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, Yokosuka, Japan, and 

deputy director, Operations, at U.S. Pacific Command, 

Honolulu, Hawaii. John is a recipient of the Defense Superior 

Service Medal, the Legion of Merit (three awards), Defense 

Meritorious Service Medal (three awards), Navy-Marine Corps 

Commendation Medal (two awards), Army Commendation 

Medal, Navy-Marine Corps Achievement Medal plus other 

unit and individual service awards. He is a partner with Korn 

Ferry International, a global talent management solutions firm. 

Arranged by Tom Lom  

 
Wednesday, May 31 
Joe Holmes will lead the DMA Songsters as they entertain us with a medley of familiar songs that 

will get your toes tapping. You can expect to hear them sing “Stout Hearted Men,” “Night and 

Day,” “Coney Island Baby,” “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” “Nothing Like a Dame,” “Yes Sir, 

That’s My Baby,” “Ride That Chariot” and several others for a total of 15 old-time favorites. Don’t 

miss this song-filled sendoff of our last meeting until September.  
Membership 

 

John Podkowsky, membership and hospitality chairman, reports that as of May 26, 2017, 

membership totaled 290, including 38 new members since September 1, 2016. There also are six 

new member candidates. Be sure to welcome these new people by introducing yourself. 

Following are photos and bios of recent new members.  

Jim Abbotts was born in 1947 in Danville, Va., and grew up in Darien, where he graduated from 

high school in 1965 and played football, basketball and baseball. In 1969, 

he graduated from The Citadel and served in the U.S. Air Force for five 

years, teaching English to cadets in San Antonio, Texas, who were from 

Libya and Iran, and was an English instructor in Vietnam. He later served 

in the office of information and the office of special investigations at the 

base in Charleston, S.C. He then joined Multishifter, Inc., where he was 

eastern regional sales manager in Charlotte, N.C., retiring in 2005. He and 

Jackie Fawcett live in Norwalk. He has two adult children and two 

grandchildren. He is a member of The Citadel Alumni Association and the 

Darien First Congregational Church.     

 
 



George Hawes was born in 1944 in Sea Girt, N.J., and graduated from The Peddie School in 1962, 

where he was on the swimming team and played lacrosse and football. He 

received a B.S. degree in finance in 1966 from Lehigh University, where 

he was on the lacrosse and rugby teams and was a member of Phi Gamma 

Delta fraternity. He then served in the U.S. Marine Corps for four years as 

a naval aviator and was pilot of a Huey Gunship in Vietnam. George began 

a career in finance in 1971 with Citibank’s private banking department and 

then worked in the bank’s bond department. Later he went to work for 

Eastbridge capital in marketing investment management and later joined 

Fairview Partners LLC in 1995 in marketing alternative investments, 

where he continues to this day. George and his wife Liz live in Rowayton. 

He has four adult children and seven grandchildren. He is a member of the 

University Club, Wee Burn Country Club and the Leadership Committee of the Hyde Charter 

School. His interests include paddle ball, pickleball, golf, history, travel and current events.  

 

David Hurwitt was born in 1938 in Kansas City, Mo., and graduated in 1967 from Pembroke Hill 

School, where he played football and baseball. He also was a member 

of the student council and writer on the school newspaper. In 1960, he 

received a B.A. degree in political science from Harvard University and 

was on the baseball team. He received an M.B.A. in marketing in 1964 

from Harvard Business School. David spent the first 26 years of his 

marketing and business management career with General Foods in the 

United States and Europe. He then joined the Denny’s and Hardee’s 

restaurants as vice president of marketing in South Carolina. In 1994, 

he became a marketing and strategy consultant in Connecticut, and in 

2003, he bought a franchise from Renaissance Executive Forums to run 

an executive advisory board for southern Connecticut small business 

owners. In 2013, he became an executive coach, a service he continues to provide today. He and 

his wife Susan live in New Canaan and have four adult children and 11 grandchildren. He is a 

member of the New Canaan Rotary Club and enjoys photography, travel and pickleball.  

 
Alan Palmer was born in Rochford, Essex, England, in 1948 and graduated in 1964 from Hylands 

School, where he played soccer, cricket and rugby. He also was a 

member of the scouts and the track and field team. Like most of his 

generation living in England at the time, Alan began working at the age 

of 16. He started in industry and then moved into banking with the 

Midland Bank and Bankers Trust. He later joined the Scandinavian 

Bank, responsible for business development in Iceland, Finland and 

Sweden. Subsequently, he worked in the bank’s offices in Bahrain and 

then moved to Los Angeles to manage business development for North 

America. In 1990, he joined the bank’s New York City office, retiring in 

2016 as senior vice president for business development. He and his wife 

Helene live in Darien. Together, they have four adult children and four 

grandchildren. Alan enjoys photography, travel, art and fitness activities.  

 
 



John Parker was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1935. He graduated in 1952 from Parma Schaaf 

High School, where he was a member of the band, the debate club, the 

yearbook staff and the track team. He received a B.S. in engineering 

from Case Institute of Technology in 1956 and was a member of the 

band, the interfraternity council, the Theta Tau engineering fraternity, 

the Student Union Board of Managers and president of Theta Chi 

fraternity. He received an M.S. degree in mechanical engineering from 

the University of Connecticut and an M.B.A. degree from the New 

York University Stern School of Business. John began work at Electric 

Boat, Groton, Conn., in the Nuclear Engineering Department and was 

involved in the design testing and construction of three, first-of-a-kind 

nuclear submarines. He joined Stanley Consultants in 1969 and in 1972 

became director of engineering at the Air Correction Division of 

Universal Oil Products in Darien. He later joined Sanderson and Porter, 

a consulting engineering firm, as a project manager. In 1978, he joined EBASCO Services, retiring 

in 1999 as director of business planning. He and his wife Marilyn live in Rowayton and have three 

adult children, four grandchildren and one great grandchild. He is a member of the Roton Point 

Club; the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, serving as president 2000-2001; and a board 

member of the Nambale Magnet School in Kenya. Since 2005, John and his wife have spent four 

months every year in Kenya, where they work with several schools and humanitarian 

organizations. They also have raised support for the education of 33 children and young people 

there, a number of whom have graduated from a university. 

 

David Fitzpatrick was born in Manchester, N.H., in 1946. He graduated in 1964 from Manchester 

Memorial High School, where he served as editor of the student 

newspaper, played in the band and performed in theatrical 

productions. In 1968, he graduated from Brigham Young University, 

where he was managing editor of The Universe, the campus daily 

newspaper, worked as a stringer for the Associated Press and played 

intramural basketball. David began his journalism career in 1968 as a 

reporter for the Associated Press and in 1970 joined The Arizona 

Republic. In 1973, he joined CBS News and for the next 25 years 

traveled the world covering major news events, including the Iran 

hostage crisis, the Tiananmen Square uprising, the fall of the Berlin 

Wall, the Polish solidarity movement, and wars in the Middle East and 

Central America. He also was a producer of “60 Minutes” and “Eye 

to Eye with Connie Chung.” In 1998, he became a producer with the ABC News program “20/20.” 

David joined CNN in 2001 and then worked as a producer, senior executive producer and 

investigative producer based in New York City, traveling worldwide for breaking news and 

investigative stories. Included among the major events he covered are the Iraq invasion, the Asian 

tsunami, Hurricane Katrina, two presidential elections, the missing Malaysian aircraft, and terrorist 

attacks in Paris and Brussels. He recently retired after a 40-year career in the news business. He 

and his wife Adria Mae Bates live in Darien and have three adult children. He is a member of The 

Bojanglers of Connecticut, a singing group that performs year round at organizations such as senior 

centers and assisted care facilities. He enjoys golf, likes hiking, and is a fan of Boston sports teams, 

particularly the Red Sox and the Patriots.  



 

Jim Rand was born in New York City in 1943, grew up in Darien and graduated from Blair 

Academy, Blairstown, N.J. He went on to receive a B.A. degree from Colgate University in 1966 

and an M.B.A. from Columbia University in 1971. Jim served as a 

lieutenant in the U.S. Navy for three years, after which he joined the 

investment banking firm of Hornblower & Weeks, Hemphill, Noyes 

& Co. in 1973. He then began a career in ocean shipping management 

that included Maritime Fruit Carriers, Burmah Oil Tankers and 

Marine Transport Lines. He currently is president of Rand & 

Company, Inc./Naess Ship Management, B.V. He and his wife Gail 

live in Darien. They have three adult children and seven 

grandchildren, all of whom live in Darien. Jim is a member of the 

American Bureau of Shipping, the International Association of 

Independent Tanker Owners, Town of Darien Planning & Zoning 

Commission, Wee Burn Country Club and the Yale Club. He enjoys 

golf, boating and fishing.   

 

 

 

Doug Thompson was born in Fenton, Mich., in 1940 and graduated in 1958 from Fenton High 

School. He played football and basketball and was a member of the 

Key Club, the Varsity Club and the school band. He received an 

associate’s degree in science and engineering in 1960 from Flint 

Junior College, where he was student treasurer. In 1962, he received 

a B.S. degree in chemical engineering and was a member of the Delta 

Tau Delta fraternity. He began his career in 1962 with General 

Electric’s training program and, over the next 16 years, worked in 

advanced manufacturing engineering in five different locations. He 

then worked for Shipley Company in sales and marketing. During 

that time, he served as president of the American Society of 

Electroplated Plastics and published papers in numerous trade 

journals. He joined Plastics EMI as director of sales and 

manufacturing and later ME Baker in a similar position. Later he 

worked in sales management for National Polystyrene Recycling 

Company, NE CRINC and EB Kingman. In 1999, he retired to manage 18 rental properties 

acquired over the years. Doug lives in Rowayton and has one son and one grandson. He enjoys 

duplicate bridge. 
 
 



Bill Waters was born in Ithaca, N.Y., in 1932 and in 1950 graduated from Ithaca High School, 

where he played baseball, wrote for the school newspaper and was a 

member of the student council. He received an A.B. degree in 

economics in 1954 from Cornell University and was sports editor of 

the Cornell Daily Sun, cadet colonel in the ROTC, member of Delta 

Upsilon fraternity and member of the Sphinx Head senior honor 

society. In 1955, he received an M.B.A. in finance from Samuel 

Curtis Johnson Graduate School of Management at Cornell 

University. He served for two years in the U.S. Army and was 

discharged as a 1st Lieutenant in 1957. Bill was with Merrill Lynch 

from 1957-1996 and was a regular panelist on “Wall Street Week 

with Louis Rukeyser” for 25 years. At Merrill Lynch, he held a 

number of financial and management positions, including branch 

manager of the Providence and Baltimore offices and director of 

three home office divisions. In his final 12 years there, he was CEO of the International Private 

Client-Private Banking Group. He retired in 1996 as a senior vice president. He then served as an 

independent director on the board of five offshore mutual funds based in New York, Fort 

Lauderdale, Boston, Paris and Geneva until 2016. He and his wife Jane live in Darien and have 

three adult children and four grandchildren. He is a member of Wee Burn Country Club, Hatherly 

Country Club (Scituate, Mass.), Killington Ski Club and the Cornell Club. He enjoys skiing, golf 

and travel. His favorite sports teams are the Red Sox and the Patriots.  

 

 

 
 
Sam Marrone was born in 1943 in Frederick, Md., and graduated in 1961 from Frederick High 

School, where he was class president and played on the football and 

track teams. He received a B.S. degree in engineering in 1966 from 

the U.S. Naval Academy and played lacrosse. He went on to serve in 

the U.S. Marine Corps for four years. He began his career in finance 

with First Pennco Securities in U.S. government securities sales and 

trading. He then went to work for Merrill Lynch and later DuPont 

Walston. He became a managing director and fixed income national 

sales manager with Becker Paribas and later with Kidder Peabody. He 

joined Barclays de Zoete Webb as chief executive officer, markets 

division. With ABN AMRO, he was executive vice president, fixed 

income North America, and was chief executive officer of DHS 

Technologies from 2004 to 2015. Sam and his wife Jane live in Darien 

and have two adult children and one grandson. He is a trustee of the 

Naval Academy Foundation Athletic & Scholarship programs. He 

enjoys cooking, travel and Navy sports.  

 



Falgun Jariwala was born in Mumbai, India, in 1961 and received a B.S. degree from the 

University of Bombay in 1981. He received an M.B.A. degree from 

South Gujarat University in 1984 and an M.B.A. degree from the 

University of Connecticut in 1993. Falgun began his business career 

in 1987 with the Fleet Financial Group in Greenwich, becoming an 

assistant portfolio manager and then a portfolio manager. Later he 

joined JPMorgan Chase as a senior portfolio manager and currently 

is a managing director at North Star Wealth Investors, LLC in Darien. 

He and his wife Bina have one son and live in Stamford, where he is 

a member of the Rotary Club and the World Affairs Forum. He 

enjoys hiking, travel, kayaking, photography, pastel drawing, 

singing, meditation, and stamp and coin collecting.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
Summertime Reminders 
 

Tony Kwedar reports that the bridge players have decided to take the summer off and will not 

get together during July and August.  

 

Ed Mulock says the computers will be turned off July and August, and the screens will go dark.  

There will be no meetings until September. In the meantime, the group will meet during May and 

June at the Mather Center, 10 a.m. on Tuesdays.  

 
 
 
Full House at Recent Meeting 

 
Coffee and pastries draw most everyone to the back of the meeting room.  



Mianus River Park Hike 

 
        Photo by Taylor Strubinger 

Pomerance Park Hike 

 
     Photo by Harvey Mogenson 
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