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Agenda
● Census 101
● The Census Bureau’s Response to the Pandemic
● Census Quality
● Census in the Courts
● What You Can Do (To Protect the Census)



Census 101



The 2020 Census: How to Respond 



Why is it important?





The Original 2020 Census Schedule





The Census Bureau’s 
Response to the 
Pandemic



Revised Schedule in Response to Covid-19

3/12 – 10/31/20
Self Response
Week of 5/18/20:
Bureau is resuming 
field operations in 11 
states and Puerto Rico

8/11 – 10/31/20
Nonresponse 
Follow Up

4/30/21
Deliver 
apportionment 
counts to 
President

7/31/21
Complete 
delivering 
redistricting 
counts to 
states



● Tracks the % of housing units 
on the bureau’s master list 
that have responded, NOT the 
% of people who have 
responded.

● Census Bureau response rate 
map: 
https://2020census.gov/en/res
ponse-rates.html

National Self Response Rate 

https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html


Self Response Rate in Fairfield County, CT



Self Response Rate in Darien, CT



Puerto Rico



Congressional Action



Census Quality



Early indicators of 2020 Census progress may 
provide warnings about ultimate census quality



Traditional Ways to Measure Census 
Quality
●Demographic Analysis (DA)
●Dual System Estimates 

(DSE) and Post-
Enumeration Survey (PES)



The Census has been getting better at measuring 
the size of the nation’s population…





Historically, the census has 
not counted all 
demographic groups 
equally well…







Census in the Courts



No Citizenship Question



What You Can Do!



ANY QUESTIONS?


